310                         NUMISMATIC  CHBOOTCLE.

that these latter were struck only for the ceremonial
distribution at the coronation ceremony, and were not
current coins. From the time of Lakshmi Siniha
(1769-80 A.D.) to the end of the dynasty only coins with
Sanskrit legends were struck, so completely Hinduized
had the kings become. From the scarcity of the earlier
coins it is probable that they were not generally current
but were only struck on special occasions It is not till
the reign of Eudra Simha that we have a regular coinage.

Besides Ahom and Sanskrit, Persian has been used on
the coins of Assam. Siva Siniha and Pramathesvari
issued square coins with Persian legends in 1729 A.D., and
Kajesvara issued similar coins in 1752 A.D., and again in
1763 A.D,, the latter being octagonal. The square shape
and the distiches employed on them mark them as close
imitations of the coins of the Moghul Emperors.

Coins bearing Sanskrit legends are dated in the Saka
era, which begins in 78 A D., occasionally with the addi-
tion of the regnal year. The coins with Ahom legends
are dated in the sixty-year cycle, which was insti-
tuted by the Chinese centuries before the Christian era.
It is the cycle known to the Hindu astronomers as the
Vrhaspaticakra. The Ahom word for a year in this
cycle is " lakni," which occurs on the coins. The names
of the laknls are formed by combining the words in a
series of ten with those in a series of twelve. Thus the
sixth year is named by combining the sixth year in each
cycle. At the end of ten years the denary cycle is
exhausted, and we have to go back to the beginning.
The twelfth year is named by combining the second
word of the denary with the twelfth of the duodenary
cycle The duodenary cycle is now exhausted and is
begun, again. After sixty years we have the tenth of the